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Grassroots D.C.

Matthew Thomason of the New Leaf grounds crew at the Sourci
Grassroots Conference in Washington, D.C.

For the first time in several years New Leaf had an e
representative at the SourceAmerica National Grassr
Conference in Washington. D.C. This year’s event wa
by our own Matthew Thomason of the grounds crew.
has also worked on the galley crew, and he passed h
work anniversary with New Leaf earlier this year. His
and New Leaf and his willingness to speak about it m
ideal candidate for the advocacy conference.




Grassroots D.C. (continued)

eceived the Excellence in
award "for completion of

s Advocacy Training, as
vocacy on behalf of people
icant disabilities with

of Congress at the 2023
erica Grassroots
Conference."

Matthew for your

in representing yourself
ing on behalf of yourself
ew Leaf coworkers!

hew Thomason in the US
paring to discuss advocacy
congressional leaders.

hew, Chelsea Johnson, and
bs with staffers from Senator
ell’s office.




Grassroots D.C (continued)

hew Thomason meets with Representative Rick Larsen and his staff.

Larsen staff member, Chelsea Johnson, Matthew Thomason, Representative
Steve Jacobs at the US Capitol.




Employee Picnic

The annual New Leaf Employee Appreciation
Picnic was a blast. New Leafers took over the
back parking lot and the yard to hang out, enjoy
some food, play games, sing songs, and to try
their skill in the always-competitive cornhole
tournament.

For the first time, the event was catered. Thanks
to the Chef in the Black Bandana, Kona Ice, and
Casey Burr karaoke for the good grub, cool
drinks, and fun music. Congrats to the winners
of the raffle prizes (check out Matt Johnson’s
drone!) and congratulations to CDC supervisor
Sherry Stark and her husband on winning the
cornhole tournament!



Employee Picnic



Scholarships

ns to the 2023 winners of the New Leaf / Jo Balda Community Se

The scholarship winners were selected based on their demonstrati
hievement and past, current, and future commitment to serving thei
erving winners each received $2000 for their educational endeavor

rbor High School: Pablo Vasquez, Jillian Knoll
ille High School: Cristina McGrath, Abigail Ramirez
hidbey High School: Zoey West, Lucas Taksony




X Force

folks from the New Leaf admin team, Steve Jacobs, Michelle Leach, Mike
an Brooke, had the privilege of attending SourceAmerica’s XForce Confer:
, CA earlier this year. The annual conference is devoted to showcasing t
eAmerica NPAs as well as providing training on all aspects of creating
ent opportunities for people with disabilities. The convention was a good
nity to learn, network, and to enjoy a few days in southern California.




X Force Art

owcase human creativity and individual spirit, SourceAmerica com
nonprofit employees to exhibit at the 2023 national X Force confer:

art was on display throughout the conference and thousands of ¢
k the opportunity to view the artwork submissions from all over th
ns Sean, John, Emmitt, James, and Sherilyn!




Airfield Mowing

ety Assistant (and former Grounds PM) Adam Troyer and the Grounds
owing of the airfield this summer. Check out these before and afters.




Downbhill Challenge Series

Whidbey Sunrise Rotary Club held the 31st annual Whidbey Island Ch
avity races for youth with special needs. In the event, racers steered thei
Barrington Drive hill from the peak near the New Leaf office down towart
20. Despite protests from some racers that their gravity cars were street
e blocked off from motorized traffic for the duration of the event.

Above: Chelsea Johnson and a young racer cruise around the track.
Below: Steve Jacobs enjoys a chauffeured ride.




-

Hydros for Heroes

at the Hydros for Heroes event as always! Steve Jacobs, Ryan B
den of the admin team were on hand for the races and to share N
ssersby. It was a beautiful day in the neighborhood.




Out and About

ve: As the school year approached Nancy Lawson, Michelle Leach, an
nt Bowden made a trip to Big Brothers Big Sisters to donate school sup

ow: Brent helps out a visitor at the National Night Out.




Special Olympics

y Special Olympics held a late-summer bocce ball tournament wit
oming from near and far to join the games and try to advance to th
af admin peeps Brent Bowden and Ryan Brooke attended the ga

, and play, and New Leaf grounds members Mike Hammernik and
ed) both won medals!




Tools for the job

right tools is essential for
job done right. Recently
as able to get several

or our hard-working

w cordless backpack

the galley—here Timothy
es it an inaugural run—
ew barcode scanners for
sary (thanks

rica!) and two new

r the CDC crew.




Tools for the job (continued)

he right tools
e high tech,
w Samsung
janitorial
. Sometimes
quipment is
e these pallet
s (below) and
ns (below
commissary

ty Manager
points out
rator safety. >




Employee Awards

Grounds Supervisor Jacob Bevill, Grounds crew members Gene
omason, Janitorial Lead Nicole Bustillo, and Janitorial crew memb
Michael Johnson on winning awards! Thank you all for your hard

—

—

P

YOU ROCK

<.




Wellness Award

umber of our employees stayed healthy and did not miss a single f
t half of 2023, earning them the New Leaf Wellness Award. New Le
dges these employees and thanks them for their dependability. Th
s and will be entered in a year-end drawing for a larger award.

u and congratulations to:

phen Fontenette
ber Williams

Morrison

helle Leach (for more on
car, see pg. 10)




Staying Well in Winter

e lots of New Leaf employees win the Wellness Award in the second
re are some healthful living tips for the coming colder weather:

sh your hands frequently. It is the
t way to protect yourself from
ching illnesses.

oid touching your eyes, nose, and
uth.

y hydrated. Drinking plenty of water
| help flush toxins out of your system.

t enough sleep to keep your immune
tem strong.

t healthful foods: vegetables, lean
tein, whole grains.

oid harmful foods: Junk food and
ohol are bad for your body and make
arder to feel refreshed and happy.

y active: Get some exercise a few

es each week. Physical activity can

p you maintain or lose weight, reduce
iety, lower blood pressure, and

rove your quality of sleep

nage your stress. Too much stress is
for your body and your soul.

ctice slow, deep breathing and

ying mindful of your present moment.
ow that you have the power to reduce
r own stress.




Military Appreciation Picnic

bove: Cathy George and Steve Jacobs staff the New Leaf Booth at the Oa
arbor Military Appreciation Picnic.

2low: Brent Bowden gets a close-up view of a young QB throwing bullets.




New Neighbors

nds a warm greeting to our new neighbors at our 1121 Dock St. B
practic and Dock Street Health and Wellness, who are renting th
ious vinyl shop. Jacob Bevill and Blake Schulle of the New Leaf g
building grounds looking good for their move in.




Hard at Work

nt Bowden and Mike Harris
00 services at the admin

teve Jacobs cleans a
ichelle Leach looks on

yan Brooke and Glenn
ble a vacuum. Steve Jacobs

Below left: Glenn Kincaid tac
rosebush.

Below right: Adam Troyer co
while testing out the new Kub




Hard at Work (continued)

arly morning at the Janitorial shop. Check out the new floor installed |
ce Specialist Scott Taylor!

ott trims the New Leaf admin building grounds on a beautiful early fa




Jan Hayes Retires

enty-two years of service on the New Leaf board of directors, J
is retiring. At the time she joined the board, New Leaf was just
ning its fourth decade of life and the world had recently recovere
he Y2K panic. Jan has been with New Leaf through the tenure of
different administrations as well as the addition of new work cont

commissary and the galley. Through it all Jan has been a dedic
member and a wonderful presence at New Leaf.

you Jan for your many years of service!




mployee Spotligh

James Sane — Day Janitorial

re you from?

this area originally. | was born on
and. As a kid | lived in Mexico for a

d | went to high school in Idaho
oving before to Utah. After school |
or the Conservation Core checking

s for disability access. Following that
for Project Search doing data entry

r jobs, and now I’'m back in northwest
ton.

g have you worked at New Leaf?
year. My first anniversary is next

something that you enjoy about
at New Leaf?

thing is helping people. Everyone
ean environment. | like doing work
es people’s daily lives better.

something that you like to do outside of work?

in school | was active in 4H, and I've always loved nature. One summ
photography and found it really interesting, so | started heading out
n search of great sights worth capturing. Trying to get great shots of w
and landscapes cane be a lot of fun, and it gives me an opportunity to
eauty in this area. Nature photography is a hobby that | enjoy becaus
ural beauty. One of the shots | like best is of a bald eagle perched on
park. | entered the photograph into an art exhibition at the SourceAm
conference this year and was happy that it was accepted for display.

anything that people at New Leaf might not know about you?

on safari in South Africa. We saw giraffes, zebras, and other animals
memorable thing we saw was a wildebeest being eaten by a crocodil
ting and I’m working with Whidbey Playhouse to learn playwriting skill




Happy
nniversary

a Laverdure 22 years
hew Johnson 19 years
el Johnson 16 years Gene Pulu
ael Hammernik 16 years Chloe Foster
Rhel 12 Wesley Worrel

ngium years

X den Szypul
le Bustillo 9 years {;)r énEZyp 1
nd Barlett 7 years ViSRSNI
Rebecca Hardin

i coree gliears Jose Corez Flores
ey Westman 6 years Hidemi Dettman
han Sowers 6 years Skyler Wallin

Melissa Nuanez

Troyer 5 years
Josefina Rousselle
ssa Nuanez 4 years Gaty Ansiel
mi Dettman 4 years ScanlBaTs
| Ishizaka 3 years Mo Morrison
olas Dymond 3 years JasonfEglg
Wes Worrel Jr
rd Phelps 2 years Chatles DR
Taylor 2 years Emily Hall
rd Abshear 1 year Rachel Johnson
itt Hall 1year Meghan Sowers
Adam Troyer
e Ly ear Nathaniel Anderson
Michael Harris
Richard Phelps
William Carol

Stephen Fontenette
Railand Bartlett
Tyler Olson

new emplbyee N

Night Floor Care  Kassandra Kast - Day Jan
bo - WISS Aila Kinker - Night Jan

ell - WISS Chelsey Hamilton - Galley
Galley Patrick Cascio Jr - WISS
Day Jan Brandi Kinzebach - WISS

rson - WISS Julia Rolph - WISS




